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ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL PROFILE 
I am a social work scholar examining emerging adults’ perceptions and emotional responses to climate change, with a particular focus on young people in Taita Taveta, Kenya. My research uses participatory, photovoice, and qualitative approaches to advance culturally responsive, community-centered research and deepen understanding of the intersections among climate change, mental health, and well-being among under-researched communities. My broader scholarship examines the intersections between climate change and mental health, ecosocial work perspectives, cross-cultural practice, global social work, and transnational families, with a commitment to participatory approaches that center diverse forms of knowledge. 
My scholarly record includes two first-authored articles (in press and under review), two published co-authored peer-reviewed articles, one co-authored manuscript under review, and two manuscripts in preparation. I have taught multiple courses across in-person and online formats.
EDUCATION 
12/ 2026	Doctor of Philosophy in Social Work. Colorado State University. 
05/2011	Master of Social Work. University of Minnesota (Twin Cities)
12/2000	Master of Philosophy in Human Ecology (Environmental Studies). Moi University
12/1993	Bachelor of Arts (Social, Cultural, and Development Studies). Moi University, Kenya
AREAS OF INTEREST 
Research Interests: Climate change and mental health; ecosocial work and environmental justice; social determinants of health and well-being; migration, displacement, and transnational families; cross-cultural social work practice; global social work.
Teaching Interests: Ecosocial work and environmental justice; global and international social work; migration and displacement; disaster response and community resilience; social determinants of health and well-being; sustainable social work practice.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS
Jones, T. M., Williford, A., De Sole, R. N., Hansen, A., Toll, R., Villescas Zamzow, M., Wentworth, G., & Kebaya, O. (2024). Leveraging human-centered design to promote community-level antiracism efforts: A pilot study of the innovation change lab. Journal of Community Practice, Vol. 32(4), 486-515. https://doi.org/10.1080/10705422.2024.2428860
Jones, T. M., Malorni, A., Crumé, H.J., H., Grodinsky, L., & Kebaya, O. E. (2025). Co-Creating a Youth Development Survey with Racial, Ethnic, and Gender Diverse Young People: Examining Psychometric Properties and Measurement Invariance. Journal of Research on Adolescence, Vol. 35(2) e70043. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jora.70043
Kebaya, O.E. (in press). Social Work and Environmental Justice: Navigating Historical, Political, and Economic Challenges in a Changing Environment.  Journal of the National Association of Social Workers
Kebaya, O. E. (under review). Ecofeminism Theory and Climate Change: Gender and Power Dynamics in the Context of Climate Distress. Journal of Affilia: Feminist Inquiry in Social Work [Revise and resubmit]
Wang, Y., Kebaya, O.E., Arnett, M., Currin-McCulloch, J., & Jones, T. (under review). Supporting Social Work Students’ Mental Health in the Classroom: Universal Design and Disability Justice. Journal of Social Work Education [under review]
Kebaya, O. E. (2025, June 19). The urgency of forward thinking: The fate of climate migrants without legal refugee status. 5th Annual Social Work & Ecological Justice Symposium, Institute for Social Work and Ecological Justice, Adelphi University, School of Social Work. https://www.iswej.org/post/the-urgency-of-forward-thinking-the-fate-of-climate-migrants-without-legal-refugee-status
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
2025	Selected Recipient. Student One Health Award, One Health Institute, $5,000 
2025	Colorado Nominee. National Grant Applicant.  P.E.O. International,  

SELECTED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
Kebaya, O. E. (2026, January 18). Climate anxiety among youth: A scoping review of influencing factors and their role in pro‑environmental action [E‑poster presentation]. Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) Conference, Washington, DC.
Kebaya, O. E., Arnett, M., Wang, Y., Currin‑McCulloch, J., & Jones, T. (2025, October 25). Supporting social work students’ mental health in the classroom: Universal design for learning and disability justice [Conference presentation]. Council for Social Work Education (CSWE) Conference, Denver, CO.
Arnett, M., Kebaya, O. E., Wang, Y., Currin‑McCulloch, J., & Jones, T. (2025, May 20). Using the principles of universal design to support students’ mental health [Poster presentation]. The Institute for Learning and Teaching (TILT), Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO.
SELECTED PROFESSIONAL SOCIAL WORK EXPERIENCE
2023-2024	Clinical Social Worker (CM). UC Health, Medical Center of the Rockies, Colorado
2021-2023	Supervisor. Hennepin County (HC) Adult Protective Services, Minneapolis, MN
2017-2021	Senior Social Worker. HC APS Field Investigator; MN Choices Annual Assessor
2012-2017	Senior Psychiatric Social Worker. HC Crisis Therapist; Mobile Crisis Responder; Fairview Health Mental Health Assessor (part-time); Regions Hospital Safe House Mental Health Practitioner (part-time)
2012-2017	Targeted Children’s Mental Health Case Manager. Washburn Center for Children
2012-2017	Social Worker. Licensing Foster Care, Family Alternatives 
